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Commercial Fishing Vessels:
Resources for Safety Inspections
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- Federal safety regulations for commercial fishing vessels (CFVs):

- apply to any vessel that intends to sell their catch.

- can be enforced by USCG in all U.S. waters.
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- Safety equipment requirements 
are different depending on:

- the length of the vessel

- how many persons are on board

- where it plans to operate

- The best reference is the CFV 
Examination Guide Book for 
Coast Guard District 7:

https://go.dhs.gov/U6T
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www.dco.uscg.mil/fishsafe

- Another useful tool is the “Checklist Generator” to confirm what 
safety equipment is required for a particular vessel.

- This is based on a given vessel’s size, type, and operating area.
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Example Checklist Generator output
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- Periodic dockside exams are mandatory for:
- fishing vessels that operate more than 3nm from the territorial sea baseline,

- vessels operated by holders of certain Highly Migratory Species (HMS) permits
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USCG Sector San Juan 
Prevention Department – Domestics

(787) 629-8156

ssjdomestics@uscg.mil

Point of contact for CFV Safety Inspections:

Questions/comments?

mailto:domestics@uscg.mil
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